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Dear Governor Pritzker,  
 
As frontline health care physicians and providers, we are proud of the progress that Illinois continues to 
make in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. Because of the hard work of the Pritzker administration 
and the people of Illinois, we are moving to phase 4, which is a significant accomplishment. With the 
continued promotion of social distancing, using face masks, and hand hygiene, the people of Illinois can 
look forward to children enjoying summer programs and returning to school with IDPH-approved safety 
guidance.  
 
Although Illinois is moving forward after a consistent, steady decline of new COVID-19 cases, we have 
continued to see record surges in other states. On Tuesday, June 23rd, Dr. Anthony Fauci stated that certain 
states may want to reconsider their reopening plans given the surges in those states. At this time, states in 
the South and West are delaying opening to the next phase or even reverting to a previous phase. As 
Chicago reopens and we begin to see tourists coming into our city, and Illinoisians travelling to and from 
hot spots, we medical professionals are quite concerned about the risk posed by those arriving from states 
with high positive test rates. If left unchecked, we expect that Illinois rates will begin to climb, forcing us to 
move backward. We are concerned that this will jeopardize the progress we’ve made; a backslide will 
further depress Illinois’ economy and will make returning to school in the fall less likely.  
 
The state of New York, once the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic, has significantly improved 
transmission rates, as have surrounding states.  To protect the progress made, New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut have issued a travel advisory for people arriving from states with high positive test rates.  
 
We strongly advocate for a similar travel advisory ideally in coordination with neighboring states to 
protect Illinois and those nearby working across state lines in Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri and 
Michigan. This includes:  
 

• Issuing a travel advisory to be communicated at all major point of entry into Illinois, including on 
highway message boards and all Illinois airports that:  

o All travelers entering Illinois from a state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 
100,000 residents, or higher than 10% positivity rate, over a seven day rolling average, will 
be required to quarantine for a period of 10 days consistent with Department of Health 
regulations for quarantine. This includes citizens of Illinois returning from traveling from 
states with high positivity rates.  

 
We also advocate for continued encouragement of mask use when outside the home. This can be done by 
signage, social media and media messaging, and by continuing to increase the production and distribution 
of masks to communities.   
 
We applaud your commitment to following a science first approach in Illinois. The success of this strategy 
has allowed us to progress to the next phase. But to save the economy and the lives of the people of Illinois, 
we need to protect and sustain the progress that we have made. Implementation of a travel advisory that 
models that of New York, is the logical and necessary next step. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/us/politics/fauci-congress-coronavirus.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-205-quarantine-restrictions-travelers-arriving-new-york
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Frontline health care workers across Illinois thank you for your consideration and continued leadership.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
Susan Lopez, MD 
Assistant Professor of Hospital Medicine 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Rush University Medical Center 
 
Shikha Jain, MD, FACP 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Division of Hematology and Oncology 
University of Illinois Chicago Cancer Center 
Director of Communication Strategies in Medicine 
Associate Director of Oncology Communication and Digital Innovation 
 
Vineet Arora, MD, MAPP, MACP 
Herbert T. Abelson Professor of Medicine 
Associate Chief Medical Officer-Clinical Learning Environment 
University of Chicago Medicine 
 
Laura J. Zimmermann, MD, MS, FACP  
Assistant Professor of Preventive and Internal Medicine 
Rush University Medical Group Director of Clinical Preventive Medicine 
Rush University Medical Center 
 
Ali Khan MD, MPP, FACP  
Executive Medical Director 
Oak Street Health  
 
David Meltzer, MD, PhD 
Fanny L. Pritzker Professor of Medicine 
Chief, Section of Hospital Medicine 
Director, UChicago Urban Labs Health Lab 
University of Chicago - Pritzker School of Medicine 
 
Eve Bloomgarden, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Division of Endocrinology 
Northwestern University 
 
Amisha Wallia, MD, MS 
Division of Endocrinology, Metabolism and Molecular Medicine 
Center for Health Services and Outcomes Research 
Northwestern University 
 
Dhanya Puram Limaye, MD, FAAP 
Pediatrician, Erie Family Health Centers 
College Mentor, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
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Ruchita Amin, MD 
Ophthalmologist/Retina Specialist 
Retina Vitreous Associates 
 
Neha V. Gupta, MD 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Internal Medicine 
RUSH University Medical Center  
 
Jennifer Gong, MD 
Division of Endocrinology, Metabolism, and Molecular Medicine 
Northwestern University 
 
Mary Ahn, MD, FACS 
Breast Surgeon 
Northwestern Medicine West Region 
Winfield, IL and Geneva, IL 
 
Krishna M Jain, MD 
CEO National Surgical Ventures 
 
S. Dharan Kumar, MD 
Elmhurst Clinic 
 
Anjali Thawani, MD 
Medical Director of Breast Surgery 
Amita Health- Chicago Metro Region 
 
Esther Vorovich, MD 
Department of Medicine 
Division of Cardiology 
Northwestern University 
 
Fatima Hyder, MD 
Hospital Medicine 
TeamHealth 
 
Nicole E. Williams, M.D, FACOG, FACS 
Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery 
The Gynecology Institute of Chicago 
 
Nicole Yanez, MD 
Family Physician 
Erie Family Health 
 
Victoria Sandler, MD 
Clinical Endocrinologist 
NorthShore University HealthSystem 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Pritzker School of Medicine, University of Chicago 
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Meredith Ulmer, DO 
MercyHealth 
Rockford, IL 
 
Yoko Momoyama, MD 
Internal Medicine 
DuPage Medical Group 
Lombard, IL 
 
Rabiya Khan, MD 
Hospital Medicine  
DuPage Medical group  
 
Wanna Zhang, MD 
Assistant Professor  
Department of Internal Medicine 
Rush University Medical Center 
 
Angelica Tolentino, DO 
Medical Oncology 
Burr Ridge, IL 
 
Noura Sharabash, MD 
Gastroenterology 
Advocate Aurora Health 
 
Christine P. Bishof, MD, MPH 
Emergency Medicine 
 
Sarah Lovinger, MA, MD 
Internal Medicine  
 
Crystal Castaneda, MD 
Pediatrician 
 
Shoshana E Waskow, MD 
Pediatric Associates of the North Shore 
Clinical Instructor, Feinberg School of Medicine 
 
Sarah Hoehn, MD 
Associate Professor  
Pediatric Critical Care Medicine 
University of Chicago 
 
Shira Osher, MD 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine 
Chicago, IL 
 
Poornima Saha, MD 
Hematology oncology 
Northshore university health system 
Evanston IL 
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Preethi Raghupatruni, MD  
Pediatrics  
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s of Chicago 
 
Jean Kim, MD  
Associate Professor of Pediatrics,  
Chicago Medical School at Rosalind Franklin University, &  
Pediatric Infectious Diseases Physician,  
Advocate Children's Hospital Park Ridge 
 
Binisa Shah, MD 
Family Medicine/Immediate care 
Northwestern University 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rachel Wolfson, MD 
Associate Professor,  
Pediatric Critical Care Medicine,  
University of Chicago 
 
Mona Ghosh, MD 
OYGYNE 
Progressive Women’s Healthcare 
Amita Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
St. Alexius Medical Center, 
Alexian Brothers Medical Center 
 
Saima Jalal, MD 
Fox Valley Ophthalmology 
Saint Charles, IL 
 
Jabeen Ali, MD 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
Wheaton, IL 
 
Jennifer Moreira, MD 
OB/GYN 
Barrington, IL 
 
Nadia Bozanich, MD 
Gastroenterology 
Hazel Crest, IL 
 
Lori Weiss, MD  
Pediatrics Berwyn, IL 
 
Daina Roberson, MD 
Internal Medicine & Pediatrics 
Dyer, IN 
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Rashmi Kapur, MD 
Ophthalmology 
Elgin, IL 
 
Magdalena Dumin, MD 
Pediatric Endocrinology 
Advocate Medical Group 
 
Sejal Danawala, MD 
Adolescent Medicine, Med-Peds 
Chicago, IL 
 
Puja Sethi, MD 
Sleep Medicine 
Oak Brook, IL 
 
Lauren Green, MD 
Radiology 
Chicago, IL 
 
Hena Arora, MD 
Neonatology 
Hinsdale, IL 
 
Cheryl Axelrod, MD 
Wilmette, IL 
OB/GYN 
 
Deborah Zoller, MD 
Pediatrics 
Elk Grove Village, IL 
 
Anne Doran, MD 
Pediatrics 
Advocate Medical Group 
Allison Croucher DO, Pediatrics,  
Woodridge, IL 
 
Georgina Srinivas Rao, MD 
Psychiatry 
St. Charles, IL 
 
Savitha Susarla, DO 
Family Medicine 
 
Biana Kotlyar, MD 
Psychiatry 
Chicago Medical School 
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Deborah Edberg, MD 
Rush University 
Oak Street Health 
Family Medicine 
 
Amy Archer, MD, FACEP 
Emergency Medicine 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 
Park Ridge, IL 
 
Laurie Bachrach, MD 
Urology 
Western Suburbs 
 
Chiebonam Oguejiofor, MD  
Anesthesiologist  
Naperville, IL 
 
Roshni Vasaiwala, MD 
Ophthalmology 
Loyola University Medical Center 
 
Chhavi Gandhi, MD, FAAAAI 
Allergy & Immunology 
Western Springs Asthma & Allergy 
 
Hannah Watts, MD, FACEP 
Medical Director of Simulation 
Advocate Aurora Health Care 
Attending Physician 
Department of Emergency Medicine 
Advocate Christ Medical Center 
 
Sheetal Rao, MD 
Internal Medicine 
Hinsdale, IL 
 
Golbarg Moaddab, MD 
Internal medicine 
Advocate medical group 
Chicago, IL 
 
Sheyla Villena, MD 
Hospitalist 
Advocate Christ Medical Center 
 
Nisha Chhabra, MD 
Anesthesiology, Chicago, IL 
 
Jill C. Anderson, MD 
Dermatology 
Northwestern Medical Group 
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Zebaa Kalimullah MD 
Emergency Medicine 
 
Sacharitha Bowers, MD 
SIU SOM 
Springfield, IL 
 
Vidya Sundareshan, MD 
Infectious Diseases 
SIU School of Medicine 
Springfield, IL 
 
Myto Duong, MD 
SIU-SOM 
Springfield, IL 
 

 

 


